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LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, 
& TRANSGENDER STUDIES 
(GRADUATE MINOR FIELD)
Graduate School

Program Website (https://lgbt.cornell.edu/graduate-minor-lesbian-gay-
bisexual-transgender-studies)

Program Description
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Gay, & Transgender (LGBT) Studies is devoted to 
the study of sexuality and its importance to the organization of social 
relations, literature, art, and embodied life. It is primarily concerned with 
the representations and lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
subjects, even as these subjects remain stubbornly and productively 
difficult to define once and for all. LGBT Studies is an interdisciplinary 
program, and it is likewise open to a variety of perspectives on the 
stability of its constituent identity categories.

Indeed, central to the curriculum is a sense that sexuality varies across 
time and place, serves political ends, and cannot be thought in isolation 
from gender, class, race, ethnicity, age, religion, and physical ability. LGBT 
Studies emphasizes both the diachronic differences in the constitution 
of sexualities (how sexuality is different in different historical periods) as 
well as the synchronic ones (how sexuality takes shape within particular 
texts, periods, or populations).

This is a minor field. Application for admission is made only to the major 
fields. After matriculation, a student may select minor subjects from the 
major or minor fields.

Graduate Minor Field Requirements
For students in graduate research degrees, earning a “minor” in a specific 
subject or concentration is not explicitly linked to the completion of 
coursework but is instead defined by the student’s special committee. 
Faculty serving on the student’s special committee each represent a 
concentration. Because many graduate faculty are active in more than 
one graduate field or academic discipline, students and faculty should be 
clear about which concentration will be represented when a committee is 
formed.

Faculty
Ileen A Devault (http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/people/ileen-devault)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: gender in the workplace, including sexuality and 

sexual orientation

Naminata Diabate (http://complit.cornell.edu/naminata-diabate)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies

Arnika Fuhrmann (http://asianstudies.cornell.edu/arnika-fuhrmann)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies

J. Ellen Gainor (http://pma.cornell.edu/j-ellen-gainor)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: feminism; gender; theatre

Denise Nicole Green (http://human.cornell.edu/people/denise-green)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: Ethnography Historical Anthropology 

Archaeology and Material Culture Heritage and Museums Visual 
Anthropology Symbolic and Psychological Anthropology

Ellis Hanson (http://english.cornell.edu/ellis-hanson)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: lesbian, bisexual, and gay literary studies; 

Victorian studies; film

Saida Hodzic (http://anthropology.cornell.edu/saida-hod%C5%BEi
%C4%87)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: medical anthropology, feminism, non-government 

organizations, violence; Ghana, Africa

Cary S. Howie (http://romancestudies.cornell.edu/cary-howie)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: theoretical issues from sexuality to dialectic, 

apophasis to embodiment in the French and Italian Middle Ages; Old 
French narrative and contemporary queer culture; study of saints' 
lives and pornography

Karen Jaime (http://pma.cornell.edu/karen-jaime)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies

Tamara L Loos (http://history.cornell.edu/tamara-loos)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: Southeast Asia; Thailand; gender; legal studies; 

sexuality; Internet; travel; identity

Kate McCullough (http://english.cornell.edu/kate-mccullough)
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• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies

Juno Salazar Parrenas (http://sts.cornell.edu/)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: Science and Technology Studies, Feminist, 

Gender and Sexuality Studies, Environmental Studies, Anthropology, 
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Gay, & Transgender (LGBT) Studies

Judith Ann Peraino (http://music.cornell.edu/judith-peraino)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: medieval music; music and queer and feminist 

theory; rock music

Lucinda Ramberg (http://anthropology.cornell.edu/lucinda-eg-ramberg)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: medical anthropology, sexuality, gender, religion

Masha Raskolnikov (http://english.cornell.edu/masha-raskolnikov)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: Middle English literature; allegory theory; 

medieval philosophy and rhetoric; contemporary critical theory; 
feminist and queer studies

Nicholas G. Salvato (http://pma.cornell.edu/nick-salvato)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: world theatre history; modern drama and theatre; 

20th Century aesthetics and culture; American modernism; queer 
performance theory and practice; the history of melodrama

Katherine Sender (http://cals.cornell.edu/katherine-sender)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies

Noah Tamarkin (http://anthropology.cornell.edu/)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: Anthropology, Science and Technology Studies

Sara L. Warner (http://pma.cornell.edu/sara-warner)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: theories of gender and sexuality; affect theory; 

dramatic literature; performance studies; theatre and social change

Rachel Judith Weil (http://history.cornell.edu/rachel-judith-weil)

• Campus: Ithaca - (Minor Member)
• Concentrations: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

Studies: lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender studies
• Research Interests: early modern English and European history; 

cultural, intellectual, and political history; gender
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