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ACCREDITATION
Accreditation in higher education is a process of peer review for
colleges, universities, and educational programs. In the United States,
accreditation is carried out through private, nonprofit organizations rather
than the federal government. Cornell is accredited through the Middle
States Commission on Higher Education (http://www.msche.org/).

Accreditation is voluntary but it is required in order for students to
gain access to federal funds, including student grants and loans. Non-
accredited institutions are not eligible to receive federal financial aid.

Cornell University's accreditation review covers the breadth of the
university, including Weill Cornell Medicine in New York City and
instructional activities around the world.

Types of Accreditation
• Institutional accreditation: Institutional accreditors review entire

institutions. Cornell University has been accredited by the Middle
States Commission on Higher Education since 1921 and was most
recently reaffirmed in 2021. Inquiries may be directed to them at
3624 Market Street, Suite 2 West, Philadelphia, PA 19104. Cornell's
official Statement of Accreditation Status (https://www.msche.org/
institution/0301/) is maintained on the Middle States website.

• Specialized and Professional Accreditation: Specialized and
professional accreditors operate throughout the country and review
programs and some single-purpose institutions. At Cornell, there are
many programs that have specialized or professional accreditation
(http://irp.dpb.cornell.edu/university-accreditation/specialized-
accreditations/).

Process
Accreditation typically requires a thorough self-study by the institution or
program under review followed by a review by peers who visit campus.
Accreditation judgments are based on standards of quality developed by
the accrediting organization in consultation with the higher education
community. Additional information can be found on Cornell University's
accreditation site (http://irp.dpb.cornell.edu/university-accreditation/).

Program Review
For information on Cornell's program review process (https://
irp.dpb.cornell.edu/academic-program-regulation/academic-program-
review/) and procedures, refer to the Institutional Research and Planning
(https://irp.dpb.cornell.edu/) website.
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